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Introduction: Distinction between the Gift (Sing.) of the Spirit, and the Gifts (Plu.) of the Holy Spirit.
(1) The Gift is related to Salvation – Received on Reception of the Redeemer.

Acts 2:38

The Gifts are related to Service – Bequeathed for the Building up of the Believers.
I Cor. 12
(2) The Gift is part of the Conversion Experience of the Christian, and NOT a second experience. Acts 2:38


The Gifts are for the Constructive Edification of the Church.
I The Context of the Chapter
Chs. 11-14

A. The Thread that Binds: 

1. Ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.

I Cor. 11:17

2. When ye come together in the church

I Cor. 11:18

3. When ye come together therefore into one place

I Cor. 11:20

4. When ye come together to eat

I Cor. 11:33
5. That ye come not together…

I Cor. 11:34
6. If therefore the whole church be come together into one place
I Cor. 14:23
7. When ye come together, every one of you

I Cor. 14:26
· These four chapters contain instructions concerning the Conduct of Church members when 

they are Come together in the church for a public meeting.
B. The Topics Brought up.  

When they are come together in the church, they should acknowledge:


1. The Headship of God – the uncovering of man’s head and covering of the woman’s head.
I Cor. 11:3-16


The head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.
2. The Lordship of Christ – the remembrance of the Lord in the bread and the cup.

I Cor. 11:17 (23f)-34

That the Lord Jesus…when He had given thanks…said…this do in remembrance of Me.
11:23-24

3. The Stewardship of gifts under the Spirit for Service in the church –
I Cor. 12:1(7) -31, NRSV


To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.


4. The Kinship among the Members – If I have all faith…but do not have love, I am nothing.
I Cor. 13:1, 2-13
5. The orderly Worship in the gathered assembly: Let all things be done decently and in order. I Cor. 14:1- (25f) 40
II The Contents of the Chapter
I Cor. 12:1-26
A. The Lordship of Christ to be Accepted – I would not have you ignorant.
I Cor. 12:1-3
1. A Reminder Because of their Background: 
I Cor. 12:2

Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.

2. A Rule to Remember – the Spirit’s Sure test:  Speaking by the Spirit of God…
I Cor. 12:3, YLT


a. No one can negatively Anathema the Lord - no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed:
b. One can only positively Acclaim Jesus as Lord – no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.
3. The Resulting Attitude – Acknowledge Paul’s Authority as the Lord was speaking through him. I Cor. 14:37
… let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.

B. The Stewardship of Gifts from the Spirit Attested to.
I Cor. 12:4-11
1. The Divine Persons Involved: the same Spirit; the same Lord; the same God
I Cor. 12:4-11
a. There are Diversities of gifts Distributed by the same Spirit.
I Cor. 12:4, 7-11
i. The Purpose of the Gifts – for the common good.
12:7, NRSV
ii. The Products of the Gifts – nine supernatural gifts for the early church.
12:8-10

iii. The Principles of the Giving –
12:11 
· Every Christian is Basically gifted (charisma, trans. gift = gift, a free gift)…
Cf. Rom. 12:6; 6:23

Having then gifts (charisma) differing according to the grace (charis) that is given to us

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
I Cor. 12:7
· But not Similarly or Equally gifted –  there are diversities of gifts
12:4
· Though Spirit-Sovereignly gifted.
12:11, NRSV

The same Spirit, Who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses

b. There are Many varieties of Ministrations, but the same Lord.
I Cor. 12:5, NRSV

There are varieties of services, but the same Lord
i. The Son also Gives Gifts – When He ascended up on high, He…gave gifts unto men.
Eph. 4:8

ii. The Son gives Service gifts…


Eph. 4:11, 12
· to Establish the Early Church: He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets


Cf. … ye are…built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets
Eph. 2:19, 20 cf. Heb. 2:4
· to Edify the Existing Church: some evangelists, some pastors and teachers
· to Equip the Saints for the work of ministry (Service) for building up the body of Christ. Eph. 4:12, NRSV
c. There are Varieties of Activities, but the same God.
I Cor. 12:6, NRSV
There are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.

i. The Father Gives “Grace” [Gk. charis] Gifts – 

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister…
{I Pet. 4:10, 11

the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

{
ii. We are to Function to Fulfil the purpose of the gift:

{Rom. 12:3-6-8

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy,
 let us prophesy … Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching…
2. The Human Person (Body) used to Illustrate.
I Cor. 12:12-27
a. The Body has a Head – Headship of the body is to be Recognised
Cf. I Cor. 11:3


The head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.
i. There can be only One Head at a time – Christ is Verily Head in heaven now.
Col. 1:18
ii. To represent Him on earth, Man is the Visible head.

I Cor. 11:4-9
iii. Until such time, when God will be the Ultimate Head – that God may be all in all.
I Cor. 15:28
b. The Body has Members – Membership of the body is Referred to
Cf. 12:12-21 
The foot, the hand (12:15); the ear, the eye (12:16, 17); eye, hand, head, feet (12:21)

i. There is Unity in Diversity: the body is one, and hath many members
I Cor. 12:12, 13
· Negatively 
– no Racial Difference : There is neither Jew nor Greek
Cf. Gal. 2:28a

– no Social Distinction: there is neither bond nor free
Gal. 2:28b

– no Sexual Discrimination - there is neither male nor female:
Gal. 3:28c

This is so in Salvation where every member is Redeemed by grace equally into the one body.

· Positively
– all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: 
I Cor. 12:12

– by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body

12:13


– have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

12:13

This is so in Service where each member has a different gift for his/her Role and Responsibility.

· Affirmatively – For the body is not one member, but many.

12:14

ii. There is Individuality in Inter-dependability – now are they many members, yet but one body.

12:20

· Beware of what you Say (i.e. Self-depreciation) – If the foot shall say
I Cor. 12:15-21
· Do not be Discouraged: Do not say, I cannot (e.g. speak in tongues), therefore I am useless.

· Do not Disparage: Do not say, “I can (e.g. speak in tongues) and you cannot, therefore you are useless.

· The Voice of Self-depreciation says: I’m no good; you don’t need me.

· The Voice of Self-importance says: You’re no good; I don’t need you.

· The Voice of the Sovereign God says: Every one is good. You need each other.

· Because each has his/her own Place.

12:15-18

· Because all have one common Purpose – to edify the church.
       12:19, 20 cf. Eph. 4:12
· Because every one is an essential Part of the whole.
12:21

· Beware of what you Think – those members of the body, which we think
I Cor. 12:22-24
· Because the Unhealthy is not unnecessary – 
12:22

those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary


· Because the Uncomely is not without beauty.
12:23


our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

· Because the Unsightly is not without ability.
12:24


God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

· Beware of how you Act
.
I Cor. 12:25-27
· Because of One, it affects Another – members should have the same care one for another
12:25

· Because of One, it affects All – whether one member suffer, all the members suffer…
12:26

· Then All should be for One, just as One should be for All.

12:27


Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

III The Conclusion of the Chapter
I Cor. 12:27-31
A. The Pre-eminence of Christ.
12:27
1. He is the Head as all others are the Body – ye are the body of Christ
12:27a
2. All others are Members of the Body – and each one of you is a part of it.
12:27, NIV

B. The Prerogative of God

1. He Appoints…
God hath set [3 occ.]
I Cor. 12:28
a. Members in their Places according to His Pleasure:
12:18

Now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him

b. “Maintenance” Gifts to help them Fulfil their Functions:

God hath tempered the body together having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked. 12:24 
c. Men with Special gifts to Serve and build up the Church:

God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers.
12:28

To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
Cf. Eph. 4:12, NRSV
2. He Appoints the Gifts of men – apostles, prophets and teachers.
12:28, 29
God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers.

Cf. When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
Eph. 4:8
He gave some, apostles…some, prophets…some, evangelists...some, pastors- teachers. 
Eph. 4:11
3. He Apportions Gifts to other members of the body severally as He wills: 
12:28-30
After that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.
12:28b-30 cf. 12:7

Ct. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?
12:29

Ct. Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?

12:30
Conclusion:

1.
God is Sovereign in Giving Gifts: God hath set some in the church.

12:28

2.
One can Seek Gifts but seek the better gifts – But strive for the greater gifts. 

12:31, NRSV
a.
Gifts that edify the whole church – thus, first…, secondarily… thirdly.

12:28a, 29a
b. 
Gifts that edify individuals are not the better gifts, even then let God give.

12:28b, 30
3.
Love is a Supreme essential in the exercise of Gifts, hence Paul’s eloquent tribute to it in
Ch. 13.






